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Vivekananda College of Engineering and Technology (VCET), Puttur, in association with the Department of Mechanical
Engg, Institution’s Innovation Council (IIC), Tulu Sangha, and the Entrepreneurship Development Cell (EDC), organized
an inspiring program titled “BOLPU: A Dawn of Opportunities” at Savarkar Sabhabhavan on 21/07/2025.

The word BOLPU, meaning light, symbolizes growth, opportunity, and new beginnings. The initiative, supported by
Hon’ble Member of Parliament for Dakshina Kannada, Captain Brijesh Chowta, aligns with the vision of Viksit Bharat
and aims to nurture entrepreneurship by providing mentorship, funding support, visibility, and market access to aspiring
innovators.

The event featured two eminent speakers — Mr. Vinyas Shetty, Civil Engineering Consultant and Political Activist with
over 12 years of project management experience, and Mr. Karthik S Rai, Program Manager for BOLPU event. The
speakers emphasized the importance of entrepreneurial thinking, problem-solving, and innovation for regional and
national development.

The program commenced with a welcome address by Prof. Harish S. R., followed by floral felicitations to the dignitaries
by Dr. Manujesh B. J., HoD of the Mechanical Engineering Department. Both speakers delivered thought-provoking
talks, motivating students to explore entrepreneurship as a career path and contribute to nation-building.

An interactive Q&A session allowed students to engage with the experts on practical aspects of startups, funding, and
mentorship. Mementos were presented to the guests as a token of appreciation.

The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Ms. Vaishnavi from the Mechanical Engineering Department, who
expressed gratitude to the speakers, organizers, faculty, media team, and the enthusiastic student audience.

The session was attended by a large number of students and faculty members and was hailed as a highly motivating
1n1t1at1ve encouraglng youth to transform thelr innovative ideas into impactful ventures.
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The Department of Mechanical Engineering at Vivekananda College of Engineering and Technology in Puttur hosted a
technical talk on “Opportunities in Merchant Navy” on August 20, 2025, at 10:00 AM in Classroom E102. The event was
organized by the Mechanical Engineering Students’ Association (MESA).

The resource person for the session was Mr. Sandesh from SIMS, Cochin, who delivered an insightful presentation on
various career options in the Merchant Navy. He emphasized the employment opportunities, skill requirements, training
possibilities, and the global exposure provided by this field. His talk illuminated the promising career prospects for
engineering graduates and encouraged students to explore maritime professions.

The session was highly interactive, with students actively participating and clarifying their doubts about the selection
process, training modules, and career progression in the Merchant Navy.

The program started with Dr. Manujesh B J formally introducing the chief guest, who also presented a memento as a
token of appreciation. The event was confidently hosted by Ms. Vaishnavi V V, a final-year Mechanical Engineering
student, who acted as the Master of the Ceremony, while Ms. Varsha A B delivered the vote of thanks. Over 40
Mechanical Engineering students, along with MESA coordinators and faculty members, attended the event.

The program concluded with a note of gratitude to the speaker for his valuable insights and to the organizers for arranging
such an informative session.
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The Department of Mechanical Engineering at Vivekananda College of Engineering & Technology (VCET), in
association with the Mechanical Engineering Students’ Association (MESA) and the Institution’s Innovation Council
(IIC), organized a guest lecture on the theme “Atmanirbhar Bharat Programs of Defence Sector and Operation Sindoor”
on Saturday 13/09/2025 at Sir M. Visvesvaraya Hall.

The keynote speaker for the event was Mr. Jayaprakash Rao K, Former Chief PRO of ADA Bangalore, Ministry of
Defence, and Regional PRO of DRDO, New Delhi. In a powerful and insightful address, Mr. Rao emphasized the
importance of the Make in India initiative in strengthening the country’s indigenous manufacturing base in the defence
sector. He praised ISRO’s achievements in space technology and highlighted the DRDO’s role in developing advanced,
homegrown defense systems.

A key highlight of his talk was Operation Sindoor, which he described as a landmark moment where a majority of India’s
indigenous defence technologies were deployed successfully — a testament to the country’s growing self-reliance in
strategic and security domains.

The event was inaugurated with a welcome and introduction by Dr. Manujesh B. J., followed by the felicitation of the
guest. The proceedings were hosted by Ms. Vaishnavi V. V., final-year Mechanical Engineering student, and concluded
with a vote of thanks by Ms. Varsha A. B.

More than 60 students, along with faculty members and MESA coordinators, attended the session. The talk concluded
with an interactive Q&A, where students gained valuable insights into India’s defence preparedness and future
opportunities for engineers in the sector.

The program was widely appreciated for motivating students to contribute to the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat by
leveraging their technical skills and innovation.
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The Department of Mechanical Engineering, in collaboration with the Mechanical Engineering Students’ Association
(MESA) and the Alumni Cell of Vivekananda College of Engineering & Technology (VCET), organized an IISc GATE-
JAM Outreach Program at Savarkar Sabhabhavana on Monday, 22/09/2025 at 12:00 PM.

The session featured Mr. Puneeth Kumar D, Project Scientist at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, and a
proud alumnus of VCET, as the resource person. The program began with a warm floral welcome by Dr. Manujesh B. J.,
Head of the Department of Mechanical Engineering, followed by an introduction of the guest by Mr. Swasthik. Mrs.
Vaishnavi V. V. skillfully compered the event.

In his address, Mr. Puneeth Kumar introduced students to the academic environment and research culture at IISc
Bengaluru. He explained the significance of GATE and JAM examinations, their role in unlocking opportunities for
higher studies and research, and emphasized the need for a structured approach to preparation. His motivational insights
encouraged students to pursue competitive exams as a pathway to academic excellence and professional growth.

The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Mr. Hariprasad, who acknowledged the efforts of the speaker, dignitaries,
faculty members, and student organizers. The program saw active participation from over 200 students across various
branches, with MESA coordinators Prof. Harish S. R. and Prof. Naveen S. P. also present.

The event was well-received and proved highly informative, offering students a clear understanding of career pathways
through GATE and JAM, while also reinforcing strong alumni-institute connections.
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